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Farmington family grows and gives to others

By Jennifer Senofonte
Staff Writer

Giving a litle helps a lot.
In this case, Jeff Elmer and his
family exercise a natural ability to
share their flourishing, homegrown
plants to residents at Amber Woods
while simultaneously making a
charitable donation from each sale.

Coined ‘Growing to Give,’
Elmer has created a charity drive
that benefits multiple parties. It in-
volves giving a percent of each
plant sale to a nonprofit organiza-
tion of the buyer’s choice and then
giving the plant to Amber Woods,
an assisted living center in Farm-
ington. The delivery piece is the
most exciting, he said.

“People who are going through
various illnesses get a nice plant in
their room for nothing and it puts a
big smile on their face,” Elmer
said.

He, along with his S-year-old
daughter Madeleine, deliver the
plants to the people living at
Amber Woods, and he said the
‘whole reason behind Growing to
Give is to help people in need of a
little cheering up.

“My wife Andrea got me more
v witsphmts By

a great passion
folplumuwelllnmhlhumck-
led down to our daughter,” he ex-
plained.

‘The plants are grown from cut-
tings on their property,
in a green-house that havens their

product.

Elmer grew up helping his mother
with her flower beds and later pur-
sued the UConn Master Gardener

program in 2007.

“We are very carth aware,” he
said. “We like to work with organic
materials. We compost everything
and use it in our flower beds and

vitics and sizss o sell. Each pot
has four or
five different
plants  and
Coleus vari-

Syndrome,

Multiple

Sclerosis,
Humane

Society and Project Enlighten. The

Elmers’ chose charities that are

close to home like child abuse
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‘The mission of Growing to Give
s “to tun a backyard passion into
a worthwhile philanthropic en-

deavor.”
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